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an 1974, auwoharpists cager to conoere chromaric aureharps t diaconic installed pngainly
gleceric-bass-guitar and bandora strings, coc., to cxeend the autohatp’s bass range belom

Gieat A, for lack of an autoharp string thicker than 070 gauge. And,

‘Foseph Walentich, 8 musician of the tamburitza and string maker for the same,
adoercised 20 tupes of metal steings” i the Poocmber 1084 issoe of * Afrers”
magazine. And,

Of all eeoen custom steing makers lisced in “4frees™ mho auwoharpist Eharles ¥Dhitmer
contaceed about making A thicker, deeper autoharp steing, onlp Joseph Valentich
responded. And,

From Aooember 1084 through June 1086, Josph Walentich applied his string maring
and enginecring expereise oo craft @ copper-wound, .1 20-gange “JOL” auteharp strfig,
first installed by luthice George Orehen on Liberen Autoharp Pumber 75 on Christmas
Dap 1086, cxrending the GDA diatonic aueohary’s bass range down o Great . And,

Joseph Walentich then collaboraced mith George Grehen to design complementary
"FHL” (102 gavge) and "FVS" (Gavge unknown) autoharp sceings. EAnd,

Apon reciving from steing making 2000, Joseph Walentich sold his aotohan-dedicated
string maching o lochicr Tom Fladmark, freeing the autoharp's bass range o decpen at
will forcoce, for the bencfic of the aucoharp, its plapers and fans.

Let it be resofved that Joseph Valentich be mdocted mith highest commendations a8 the
2025 posthumous member of The Autoharp ¥all of Fame.

50 it is proclaimed on this, the 8th dag of June i the pear Two Thoosand and Tocneg: Thiee.

The Autobarp Hall of Fame is sponsored by the Mountain Laurel Autcharp Gathering.



